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Planning for the Southern Cross Diamond Anniversary Tour is well in hand and we wish
to provide an update to entrants and others who may be considering joining us in
November.

We have twenty confirmed entries to date, with most doing the full 6-day tour and
another half dozen “promises”, who have yet to commit formally.

We have completed our
reconnaissance work for now,
and will conduct an end-to-
end course check after winter,
probably late September or
early October. Some roads will
probably be closed over
winter due to snow. The
picture at left of the 1966
Director, Bob Selby-Wood,
reminds us of the challenges
of surveying in winter!

We had originally intended
the tour to mainly follow the
route of the 1966 Southern Cross Rally, but many roads are now upgraded and are
unsuitable for a tour due to speed limits and human settlements. We therefore
decided to develop the tour using a selection of roads from all three early Southern
Cross Rallies, utilising some forestry areas as well as many shire roads. The range of
terrain from open grazing country to densely forested mountains is quite stunning.

While the final route will depend upon the road conditions that we encounter later in
the year, here is a bit of a snapshot of what we have planned. The first morning heads
from Goulburn to Jugiong via Crookwell (which was the first meal break in 1966) and
Boorowa, along shire roads used in 1966 and 1968. The afternoon heads down through
the Bondo Forest following a selection of roads used in 1967 and 1968, then across the
Brindabellas into Canberra and our accommodation in Queanbeyan.

Day two heads south to Adaminaby along roads used in both 1966 and 1968, then
across the Elliott Way, partly used in 1967, then a 1968 section through the Bago
Forest to lunch in Tumbarumba. The afternoon mostly uses roads from 1966, including
a couple of the famous loops from Bethanga before heading into Albury for a
celebratory dinner and overnight stop.



Day three mostly follows the 1966 route down to the outskirts of Melbourne, using
magnificent mountain roads with spectacular scenery. Lunch will be in Mansfield and
we overnight in Lilydale rather than heading deeper into Melbourne as they did sixty
years ago.

The fourth day is perhaps the most challenging as we follow the route of the 1968
event in reverse to lunch in Heyfield. These sections were all cancelled in 1968 when a
wild storm brought down numerous trees. After lunch we continue to use roads from
the 1967 and 1968 events across to Orbost, including the infamous fording of the
Nicholson River at Deptford. Despite being marked 4WD only, we have checked out
the ford, and it is quite trafficable with care in a 2WD car, but we will need to check
the water depth on the day!

Day five follows the 1967 route and is currently the longest day at 490 km. It starts
with 85 km up the twisty tarmac Bonang Road then a loop at Bendoc, which can easily
be skipped to shorten the day by 33 km. After lunch in Bombala, we continue following
the 1967 route back to Queanbeyan.

The final day is the shortest, which may be a welcome relief after the previous five long
days. We head out of Queanbeyan following the 1968 route then visit the crossroads
at Reidsdale, which was a control in all three editions, and where loops were
conducted in both 1966 and 1967. We then head down towards the coast and use the
magnificent River Road, including the aptly named Shallow Crossing of the Clyde River,
as used in both 1967 and 1968. Our surveying revealed a few roads around Milton that
are unsuitable, so we have decided to move lunch down to beautiful Batemans Bay.
The final afternoon uses roads from 1966 and 1967 taking us back to Goulburn for a
final celebratory dinner.

The overall tour distance is about 2,760 km, a little longer than we originally intended,
but this may change when we do our final check run. However, we are very conscious
that this is a long event with six days of driving for over 6 hours each day. We have
carefully documented various short-cuts and alternatives for those who wish to or
need to skip some of the gravel sections.

A reminder that the Event Notice, Entry Form and Accommodation Information are
available on the Historic Rally Club’s website at:

https://hrcnsw.org.au/future-events/southern-cross-diamond-anniversary-tour/

We encourage you to book your accommodation as early as possible, especially in
Orbost where the number of available rooms is a bit limited. In all cases we have
sought to hold rooms for the tour, so when booking please identify yourself as part of
the “car rally”.

Further Information: lan Richards 0458 467 255 richards.ian@bigpond.com
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